
Assessing 
Student 
Learning



Agenda

• Explore various assessment types

• Generate a variety of tests and assignments

• Create a rubric for use with assessments

• Consider automated scoring and instructor-graded options 

• Determine accommodations for specific students

• View a student submission workflow

• Review a sample instructor-grading workflow
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Creating 
Assessments
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The Assessment Lifecycle

ReviewGradeTakeDeployCreate
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Benefits of Assessments

• Time-on-task

• Alternative assessment techniques

• Active learning

• Rubrics and examples

• Graded iterative review process
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Creating Assessments Cycle

1

Create
• Assignment
• Test

2

Add
• Instructions
• Files
• Questions

3

Update
• Due date
• Grade settings
• Visibility
• Groups
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Submission Settings
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Accommodations
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Assignments
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Assignment Types

Case studies

Problem-based learning exercises

Essays and research papers

Group projects

Presentations

Field observations

Lab work



Reflection - Assignment

• What activities do you feel are most appropriate 
for the Assignment tool?
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Assignment Instructions

• What do you want me to learn?

• Why am I learning this?

• What do I need to know or do to complete the assignment?

• How will I be graded?
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Remember

• It’s a good idea to set up the first assignment as a formative one: very few (or 
zero) points, and unlimited attempts. 

• This allows students to gain familiarity with the mechanics of the assignment 
tool in a low- or no- stakes environment.
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Assignment Settings
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Grading & Submission Settings
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Enable Anonymous and Delegated Grading

• Fair grading

• Improved accountability

• Reduced unconscious bias
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Formative Label
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Multiple Attempts 

• Multiple submission

• Feedback per attempt

• Grade attempt options



Create an Assignment

• Add an assignment.

• Make the assignment available beginning today 
and ending two weeks from today.

• Set the due date for one week from today.

• Give students two attempts.

• Make the assignment worth 12 points.
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Rubrics
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Key Benefits

DEFINE PERFORMANCE 
CRITERIA

EVALUATE MORE 
CONSISTENTLY

SPECIFY STUDENT 
EXPECTATIONS

PROVIDE CONSTRUCTIVE 
FEEDBACK
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Creating a Rubric

Add Weight 
and grade 

type

Specify 
Achievement 

Levels

Define 
Criteria

Create/Add 
Rubric



Reflection - Rubrics

• Do you currently use rubrics for any of your 
grading?

• If not, do you think including rubrics would 
enhance your grading practices?



All Together – Create and Associate a Rubric

• Create a simple assignment.

• Create a percentage-based rubric with 4 grading 
criteria and 4 levels of achievement: Beginning, 
Developing, Satisfactory, Accomplished.

• Set the achievement levels to be worth 25%, 50%, 
75%, and 100% respectively.
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SafeAssign
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Preventing Plagiarism

• Explain plagiarism to your students

• Show students how to cite sources and the style to be used

• Create checkpoints on assignments

• Avoid using the same assignment in every class

• Require students to provide copies of references
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SafeAssign Integration with Assignments

Internet

ProQuest 
ABI/Inform 
database

Institutional 
document 

archives

Global 
reference 
database
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SafeAssign Workflow

Enable 
SafeAssign

setting

View grading 
alerts

Access attempts 
and view 

SafeAssign report

Provide feedback 
to student for 

resubmission or 
provide grade
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SafeAssign Assignment Settings
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SafeAssign Direct Submit

• DirectSubmit allows you to add quickly add resources to the 
institutional

• Use as private library of content you believe students might 
copy from, or to submit content on behalf of a student for 
originality testing.
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SafeAssign Report Scores
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Remember

• Clarity of instructions

• Advantage of collection and downloading of files

• Variety of student grade access points

• Use of Assignments to keep students on track for larger projects
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Group 
Assignments
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Assigning Groups



All Together: Group Assignments

• Create an assignment and randomize students in 
groups.

• Change the name of the groups.

• Move students to different groups.
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Tests
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Assessment Question Types

• Calculated Formula

• Calculated Numeric

• Essay

• Fill in the Blank/Blanks

• Matching

• Multiple Choice/Answer

• True / False

• Hotspot

• Extra credit
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Reuse Questions
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Question Pools
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Assessment Settings
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Best Practices

• Use tests as a teaching tool

• Look at tests in a new way

• Frequent testing and motivation

• Feedback

• Awareness



42

Question Banks
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Duplicate Questions



• Create a Test item and configure its settings.

• Create an essay question.

• Create a multiple-choice question with one 
answer.

• Create a multiple-choice question with multiple 
answers and modify the scoring options.

• Create a true/false question.

• Lastly, create a question that includes an image 
within it.

All Together - Create a Test



Reflection – Test Integrity

• What concerns do you have about online testing?

• What are some ways you address those 
concerns?
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Question Analysis Report
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Download



48 48

Assessment 
Grading
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Grading Workflow

View 
submission

Add 
comment Enter grade Post grade
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Exceptions
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Exemptions
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Gradebook Overview
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Flexible Grading Capabilities

• Grade by question or student

• Filter on grading status of choice

• Filter out grade responses when 

grading by question

• Navigate between students and 

multiple submission attempts

• Keep track of your grading process

• View both the attempt and the final 

grade for each assessment

• Provide meaningful feedback with 

or without a rubric

• Grade inline using Blackboard 

Annotate

• Collapse side panels to view more of 

the student submission

• Post all grades when ready
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Grading a Test by Question

• Instructor view of grading a test by 
question

• The Needs Grading filter is applied 
to filter out any automatically 
graded questions.
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Grading an Assignment with a Rubric
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Attempt Selector on the Grading Page
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Exclude an Attempt from Grading
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Inline Grading

• Annotate within the browser

• Assign a grade 

• Provide feedback

• Add instructor notes

• Review attempts

• Grade anonymously



All Together: Grade an Assessment

• Go to the Gradebook and locate the 
Assessment you want to grade.

– Select the student to grade.

– Enter the points earned and add feedback.

• Go to the Assessment to be graded.

– Select the Submissions link in the upper-right hand 
corner.

– Select the student to grade.

– Enter the points earned and add feedback.



All Together: Grade the Test Submission

• Grade any manually graded questions.

• Show the question and correct answer before 
grading.
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Student Submissions

Now that the 
submissions have 
been graded, where 
will students find 
their submissions?

Student 
Review
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Student 
Activity Report
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Viewing Student Activity Report
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Student Activity



Reflection

• What have you learned today?

• Please share one thing you learned in 
today’s session that you plan to use 
in your course design and teaching.
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Exemplary Course Themes & Rubric

• Course Design

• Interaction & Collaboration

• Assessments

• Learner Support
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Anthology Community
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