
Creating 
Dynamic 
Content



Agenda

• Make a Plan

• Organize and Structure Course Content

• Create Course Content

• Check for Accessibility

• Evaluate Your Course
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Make a Plan
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Exemplary Courses Contain Outstanding Content

• Content that is made available in “chunks”

• Content that is enhanced with multimedia, graphics, etc.

• Intuitive navigation and placement of content

• Attention to accessibility
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Course Content
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Organizing 
Course Content
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Determining Course Organization

Chronological Subject Area Content Type
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Course Organization

• Which type of course organization will best suit the 
needs of your course? Why?
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Remember

The most important design tip is consistency! Be consistent in how you 
present and organize your course. Not only will this make it look more 
professional, but it will make it easier on your students or participants.
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Creating 
Course Content
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Course Banner
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Online Course Components

Content Assessment

Participation 
and Engagement
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Content Types

Learning 
Module Folder Document Link

LTI SCORM Test Assignment

Discussion Journal Upload files Content Market
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A Reminder

Your course will look substantially different to your students than it looks to 
you as an instructor. They will also be unable to see items you have hidden 
or content areas that are restricted by date.
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Progress Tracking

• Displays a visual cue to 
students

• Turned on in the Details & 
Actions menu

• Students see items they have 
accessed, completed, and 
what remains

• Triggers a Student Progress tab 
in the Gradebook for 
instructors
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Progress Tracking by Student for Instructors

• When enabled in a course, Progress 
Tracking triggers a Student Progress 
tab Gradebook to instructors

• Accessed from the List View of 
Gradebook>Students>Selecting a 
specific student
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Course Content View
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Content
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Learning Modules
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Content Items
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Sequence Condition on Learning Modules
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Student Preview



All Together – Course Navigation

• Use the Course Content view to access 
different areas of the course.

• Access different levels of the course and 
then navigate back to the home page of the 
course.

• Enter student preview mode and navigate 
the course. Return to instructor view.
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How to Add Content
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Adding Content Options
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Types of Content
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Document Creation
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Text Editor
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Chemistry Notation Support
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Insert YouTube Content
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HTML Block
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Insert Media Content
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Cloud Storage Integration
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Video Studio
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Knowledge Checks
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LTI, Content Market, & Other Options for Content

• Institutions may enable 
additional tools via LTI. This 
may include popular tools from 
Microsoft, Google, and many 
textbook publishers.

• Discuss with your Blackboard 
administrator which options 
your institution may have for 
enabling and embedding 
content from external tools



All together – creating content

Use the content editor to add and format the 
text color, bullets, and font size.
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Accessibility 
Considerations
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Writing for Accessibility

• Write Plainly
– Keep sentences short
– Use contractions and simple words
– Aim for readability level of grade 8 or lower

• Heading structure
– Provide screen reader users with the ability to jump to specific content
– Use styles and formatting options

• Emphasize Content
– Screen readers do not identify with font styles
–  Screen readers intonate exclamation and question marks
– Use 12-point font or larger
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Images and Accessibility

• Alternative Descriptions

– Add clear, concise, and descriptive text to your images

– Do not use the same text for every image

– If it is decorative, leave the alt text field blank

• Infographics

– Write a narrative telling the same story users get from the visual

– Provide a link to view the text alternative

• Text in Images

– Text should not be included as part of an image
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Accessibility of Content Elements

• Links

– Make links descriptive

– Do not use click here or web addresses 

• PowerPoints

– Use built-in slide templates

– Add alternative descriptions on images

• PDFs

– Do not use scanned PDFs

– Ensure that all PDFs are tagged

• Lists and Tables

– Use built-in list functionality

– Ensure tables are utilized properly
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Accessibility Checker
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Course Files
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Course Files in Content Collection

• Located in the Content Collection

• Contains all uploaded content for a single course

• Content can’t be shared across courses

• Not accessible to students

• Identical to the course folders accessed through the CMS
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Uploading Files
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Frequently Asked Questions

• Before I create content, do I have to upload all my 
files into the Content Collection?

• What happens if I want to move a file from one 
content item to another?

• Can I link to a file more than once?

• If I do link to a file more than once, is there an easy 
way to keep track of where the links are in my 
course?
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Unused Content



All Together – Upload a File

• Upload a file into a folder directly to the 
course.

• Additionally, upload a file into a folder from 
the content collection.

• Optionally, create a subfolder and move 
the file into it.
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Managing 
Content
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Managing Items
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Student Progress
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Copying Content
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Batch Edit
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Evaluating Your 
Course
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Course Evaluation Considerations

• Ease of learning

• Efficiency of use

• Subjective satisfaction

• Usability

• Accessibility 



Reflection

• What have you learned today?

• Please share one thing you learned in 
today’s session that you plan to use 
in your course design and teaching.
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Exemplary Course Themes & Rubric

• Course Design

• Interaction & Collaboration

• Assessments

• Learner Support
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Anthology Community
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